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Annex D
Saigon
UNCLASSIFIED A-255
MEMORANDUM I Date; December 6, 1974
The Ambassador
FROM: M. J. Spear; Consul General, Nha Trang

SUBIECT 'mssent Message of Mr, Charles B. Smith, Jr.

1, While I believe the Embassy in Saigon will respond to -Mr.
 Smith's dissent, I would like to enter my own demwrer with
regard to his objections to the reporting from this Post,

2. Mr. Smith feels that fatlure to clearly label GVN military
initiatives as violations of the cease-fire amounts to a consistent
distortion of reporting, serious enough to call into question the
Department‘s ability to reach policy decisions based on this re-
porting. He cites two instances of this from the Cease~Fire
Weekly reports from Nha Trang.

3. Ihave reviewed the Cease-Fire Weekly reports drafted by

Mr. Smith and I rniote that during the period they cover, the GVN
outposts at Dak Pek in Kontum and Tieu Atar in Darlac were
-assaulted and captured by communist forces and a major thrust
was carried out by elements of the 3rd NVA Division in Binh Dinh
against GVN positions 1ncluding the Phu Cat airbase. None of
these were characterized in Mr., Smith's reporting as communist
violations of the cease~fire. Mr. Cook, who was Acting Consul
General at the time, advises me that the question of so characteriz-
ing them was never raised by Mr, Smith. This, together with his
recommendation that a panel should be constituted to investigate
reporting of "....possible South Vietnamese cease~fire violations,
instances of corruption and any other occurrences which might

be seen as reflecting adversely on the South Vietnamese effort,"
suggest to my mind that Mr. Smith may have a few biases of his
own which he believes should be reflected in official reporting.

I do not see how this would differ from the "consistent distortion
of reporting“ ‘of which he complains.
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: e ‘ | o ‘ ' , , " Annex E
o _ - . ~ Saigon
UNCLASSIFIED A-255
REFLECTIONS ON DISSENT
Address by : o

' The Honorable Graham Martin _
Special Assistant to the Secretary of State
at the
Fall Convocation
of |
Wake Forest University
Winston-Salem, N.C.
Thursday, September 18, 1969
11:00 a.m.

I have just returned from Istanbul where I represented the

United States Government at the XXI World Conference of the Red
‘Cross. Our headlines are usually devoted to violence and tension.

This Conference, attended by the representatives of the National

Red Cross and Red Cresent Societies of 96 nations and by govern-
ment delegations representing 84 countries, bears eloquent testimony
. that there is still overwhelming concern in the great humanitarian
objectives which c’onstituted the agenda for this conference.

- On the way, Iagain visited Geneva. It is fascinating to renew
contacts with old friends, to discuss what is happening in the world
and to speculate on how future events may unfold., Most useful is
the deeper perspective one gains from the opportunity to learn how
this great nation really looks to experienced, dispassionate and

~ perceptive observers of other nations,

In talking to one old friend, one of Europe's most distinguished
scholars, I told him that I had been asked to deliver an address at
the Fall Convocation at my old school, I said that 1 regarded the
award of the degree of Doctor of Laws from Wake Forest University

as one of the highest honors I had ever received in a career that had
given me more honors than I could possibly deserve. T hoped, there—~

fore, 1 would have something useful to say.
‘My friend was silent for a moment. He then said that he was

very glad that I so regarded it. He believed, he sald, along with
his British c:olleague, C. P. Snow, that the church—related liberal
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‘ Annex E
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Few would contend that dissent on the American scene today

~ is marked by a lack of vigor. Fewer still, I think, would contend

that, on the whole, it is an informed dissent, or, very often,

that it is an intelligent dissent. Nevertheless, the unparalleled.
revolution in communications technology now guarantees that
certain aspects of current American dissent, particularly those .

" involving dramatic instances of violence, are immediately known
throughout the world, Herein, I suggest, lies a very great danger
" which must give us most serious concern. - O

Many observers of our free and open gsociety have been con-
fused by the toleration toward violent expression of dissent that
has been a consistent part of the American tradition. The man I
consider the most distinguished living alumnus of Wake Forest
graphically described this phenomonon in a terse, tightly reasoned
essay entitled "The Inscrutability of the Yankee".

The universality and pervasiveness of the influence of the
values absorbed by those expo sed to the great Wake Forest faculties
, i{s once again illustrated by the fact that I first encountered this
essay in Catro in 1943 where it had been reprinted in an English

~ language literary journal,

~ Gerald W, Johnson, asonly he could with his uniquely master~
ful command of the art of lucid and cogent exposition, made an
arresting and compelling point, It was that while we ascribe to the
Orient a certain talent for obscuring real meaning by an impassivity
of countenance and circumlocution of expression, it is really we
Americans who often totally confuse the rest of the world.

‘ - Gerald Johnson was calling attention to such events of the .
thirties as the Johnson Act, the Neutrality Act, and extension of

the draft in the House of Representatives by a one-vote margin,

- and Roosevelt's 1940 campaign speech in Boston with the assurance

given "Again, Again and Again” that our sons would not be involved

‘in a foreign war. : -

’These. i;istanéeé , Johnson pointed out, and others like them
could be and were interpreted by Hitler's analysts of the American
scene as_cle‘a‘r e_vidence that they could pursue their ambitions
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 are transient and perishable.” Not only the change from generation
to generation but the change from day to day must concern us when
we deal with contemporary dissent, he added, calling attention to .
the plaint of Thomas Decker in 1603: "Uporn Thursd v it was treason
to cry God save King Iames of England, and upon Fnday , high treason
not to cry go."

"Americans then", Mr, Wiggins said, "are inclined to tender-
ness tqward digsent by the instruction of their own history, by the
~ exhortation of their philosophers, by the knowledge that truth is
changing and by the counsels of their heart~-which incline them, if
the truth be told, toward the disrespect of authority and the admiration
of nonconformity "

: But he went on quickly to add that this inherited characteristic
was balanced by another in the American makeup "deriving from their
respect for ader, their belief in representative government, their
confidence in the wisdom of the majority and their belief in the integrity
of their own government "

_ My friend in Geneva had referred to the intellectual debt we
‘owed to Jean Jacques Rousseau, the violent anti-monarchist who
helped set Europe aflame with revolution and who had a profound
influence on Jefferson. But revolution was not all thet we absorbed
from Rousseau. As Wiggins reminds us, in his elaboration the theory
of the Social Contract, Rousseau "called it an agreement of individuals
to subordinate their judgment, rights and powers to the needs and
judgment of their community as a whole. He saw all citizens as
entering implicitly into this contract to conform to the general will ~-
a combination to the will of the majority, the lessons of the past and
the fate of the future. And he thought that if, as often happens, an
individual does not agree with that will as expressed in law, the state
. may justly force him to submit. This was not viewed as a violation of
freedom, but as a preservation of it, even for the refractory individual;
for In a civil state it is only through law that the individual can enjoy
freedom from agsault, robbery, persecution, calumny and a hundred
other ills. He thought this especially true in Republics for 'obedience
to a law which we prescr:lbe to ourselves is liberty‘ "

UNGLASSIFIED
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I have said that to be constructive and effective, dissent
 must be informed, intelligent and intellectually honest. But
before turning to this type of dissent, may I venture a few com-
ments on some identifiable types of dissent that I find to be
distasteful.,

The first wé might term The Chronic Dissenter, We are all
~ familiar with this type, the perennial nay-sayer, the born
pessimist, the intellectual hypochondriac. =~ |

They are only mildly annoying. One usually feels sorry for
them as one does for those who guffer chronic indigestion. It is
unfortunate that we have not yet discovered an intellectual Pepto- '
Bismol, both to alleviate their discomfort and also our own when we
have to listen to them for very long, It is hard to keep one's mind
accurately focused on the particular issue they are dissenting on
at any given moment, The listener's mind tends to wander, One is
apt to find oneself speculating' on the possible traumas and frus-
trations of this dissenter's upbringing that have led to imprisonment
in a ‘permanent-cage of adolescent rebellion, chirping away unend-
ingly like a busy canary complaining about the inferior quality of
nis birdseed. One reluctantly concludes that only Group Therapy
might be useful and that even ‘there the prognosis would likely be
for only marginal improvement. o R

The second category might be termed The Status Dissenter,
~who is terribly concerned that his intellectual hemlines are
adjusted precisely to the prevailing mode. Although they may be
aware from automatic empirical observation that mini-skirts may
be a delight or a disaster depending on the quality of what is
‘revealed, they seldom seem aware that such automatic adjustment
of their intellectual hem-lines just possibly mightreveal a mini-
brain. A sub-category of this species might be termed The Melo~
dramatic Status Dissenter, They may be found in all walks of life.

_ ‘Recently we.have noted their emergence from the groves of academe
‘whence, moth-like, they are irresistably attracted by the glare

of TV kleig lights to become "instant" experts on the rather intricate
and complex factors dealing with the life and death of nations. Un-
fortunately, at times, their ‘con\tribu_tio_ns‘have‘seemed to possess

UNCLASSIFIED
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' jearn to profit by it, if it becomes one of the necessities of public
life. When it does, however, dissenters and non-conformists will
not gain the greatest advantage from it,... Ours is not a phlegmatic
or passive people and recurrent acts of violence will call forth re~
prisal. Innocent citizens will be the victims of such disorders,
but the great casualty will be the political institutions which rest
upon freedom of speech." ' -

It {s essential, I submit, that we clearly recognize the conse- |
quences of failing to inswe tiat the level of violence begins to
subside. Wiggins noted "the tendency of dissent and repression
to oceur in cycles of some kind--to work themselves out through a
discernible sequence beginning with disagreement, proceeding to
debate and verbal dissent, verging into passive resistance and civil
disobedience and culminating in violence. This violent climax has.
then been followed by a reaction that has tended to reverse the
 process by starting out to discourage violence alone and that has
often proceeded down the scale toward the repression of civil dis-
obedience, passive resistance and even verbal dissent." -

Such a process of reaction may well already be underway. -
All of us, I am certain, devoutly hope that we may be spared
future excesses of violence which otherwise, will certainly accele-
rate inevitable reaction down the scale elaborated by Mr. Wiggins.

A fifth category might be called The Opportunistic Dissenter,
1 personally find those I would place in this category almost as
dangerous ag The Violent Dissenter, and far more distasteful, What-~
ever excuses may be advanced for the misguided zeal of those in
other categories do not seem to me to be applicable here.

- Usually well-informed, usually quite aware of the importance
of the issues to the national safety and well being they are, never-
theless, quite capable of attempting to advance their own careers
by supporting a particular aspect of a popular topic of dissent.
Such an aspect is usually either distorted out of its true context,
or quite often is really irrelevant to the basic issue, but its endow-

‘ment does give the illusion of participation while providing ample
room for rapid disengagement when no longer profitable. '
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Wiggins notes that "in fact, this was so clearly the first premise

of the session that no occasion arose to even formulate this

“assumption, ” I think our intelligent dissenter might have re-

membered that after leaving the Presidency Thomas Jefferson
wrote in 1811 to William Duane: -

"t 1is true that dissentients have a right to go over .
to the minority, and to act with them. But I do not believe
your mind has contemplated that course; that it has
deliberately viewed the strange company into which it
may be led, step by step, unintended and unperceived
by itself..... As far as my good will may go (for I can
no longer act), 1 shall adhere to my government, Executive
and Legislative, and, as long as they are republican, I
shall go with their measures whether I think them right or
wrong, because I know they are honest, and are wiser and
better informed than 1 am", :

_ The intelligent dissenter will take time to listen. He listens
not simply out of courtesy, although that should always be a basic
motivation. He listens not just to gather breath for a new onslaught,
or to wait to pounce on the flaws of an opposing argument. He
listens, rather, in the hope of learning something he didn't know
before. He listens to find out what flaws there might have been in
his own argument, and is quick to acknowledge them where they
appear, in the hope of closing on some common ground, He listens
because his conviction is basically intellectual, not emotional, and
can therefore be changed if the weight of the evidence indicates a
change or modification, o . o

© The intelligent dissenter knows that his dissent must be
responsible, He will remember the words of Zechariah Chafee,
in his classic work "Free Speech in the United States", when he

said: "I want to speak of the responsibilities of the men who wish
to talk., They are under a strong moral duty not to abuse the liberty

‘they possess. All that T have written goes to show that the llaw. should

lay few restraints upon them, but tia t makes it all the more important
for them to restrain themselves. They are enjoying a great privilege,
and the best return they can make is to use that privilege wisely

and sincerely for what they genuinely believe to be the best interests

of their country"”.
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1 remember accompanying my father to an As sociation meeting
~in Cabarrus County. Speaker after speaker denounced Dr. Poteat
until my father could no longer take it, He demanded the floor and . .
I sat spellbound as he lashed them for the ultimate sin of blasphemy
in daring to substitute their finite; limited comprehension for the
omniscience and omnipotence of God. I still remember the hushed
quiet as he closed with the quotation of the exhortation of OlMver
Cromwell: "I beseech you, in the bowels of Christ, think it pos=
sible that you may be mistaken".

I do not remember the name of the speaker at my own commence-
ment 37 years ago, and only a line or two of his deathless words of
wisdom. Perhaps, if you remember two of mine 37 years hence, I
will have bettered par for the course. Then, we had other things on
our minds as we set out to carve a small niche for ourselves in the
establishment. We soon found, as you will, that you don’t join the
establishment =~ it joins you. While I hope you will be intelligent
dissenters from such of its manifestations your consclence dictates
'you must oppose, I also hope you will handle with equal intelligence
the dissent you will encounter against those of ite institutions In
which you deeply believe. o

- "Think it possible that you may be mistaken". I never fargot
that line. Icommend it to you. It will make intelligent dissent a
little less difficult if you remember, as you encounter a succession
of minds that enjoy the rare certainty of complete conviction, that
the presence of a reasonable doubt is not an unmitigated disaster
~in human society. . '

| “_-‘Thank‘_you_for letting me be with you today.
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